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age of six (School of the Mother's Knee), Comenius would train the senses and bring
about moral, religious, and physical development through play and games, fairy tales,
rhymes, music, and manual activity .In his vernacular school for children ages six to
twelve, he would teach reading, writing, arithmetic, singing, religion, morals, eco-
nomics and politics, history, and the mechanical arts. The classical school for adoles-
cent ages twelve to eighteen would teach German, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, grammar,
rhetoric, logic, mathematics, science, and art. The university for youth, ages eighteen
to twenty-four, would be the top rung of this ladder system.
At all levels, the subject matter would be carefully organized into classes and
graded to the pupil's ability. The school year would be carefully determined, as well as
hours for specific activities during the school day. Classes would be taught as groups
for the social advantages thus to be gained, and the various subject matters would be
correlated as far as possible. In all activities the school would be made practical for life
and pertinent to an upright religious life.
Although his technical assistance was sought in Poland, Sweden, Germany,
Holland, Hungary, and England (and even some mention was made of inviting him to
be president of Harvard College in Massachusetts Bay Colony), Comenius suffered
successive defeats and failures in his homeland because of the ravages of the Thirty
Years' War. His religious sect was so generally persecuted that his influence was
doubtless much less than it would have been if he had belonged to a majority group.
Jerome K. Clausen argues that Comenius' genius lay not in his originality nor in
the eloquence of his writings, which were often tedious and labored, but in his
eclecticism. More than any other personality of his day he was able to "combine
religious, scientific, encyclopedic, and Humanistic points of view into one comprehen-
sive scheme."25 He was able to see the merits in all of the three R's of the early
modern period and to try to design a universal system of education that would
embrace the key elements in Renaissance humanism, Reformation religion, and realis-
tic science.
Not surprisingly, his works contained some contradictions. He applauded the
idea of following the interests of the child but he stressed obedience and imitation. He
stressed the role of sense experience, but his textbooks centered on teaching language.
He advocated universal knowledge of languages and arts, but first must come faith and
piety and uprightness in morals. Nevertheless, his conception that erudition, virtue,
and piety should go together formed the basis of a belief that education ought to link
knowledge, conduct, and religion»into a mutually supporting triad. What made
Comenius more modern than many others of his day was his belief that knowledge
should include both the humanities and the sciences.26
Still more modern, if anything, was Comenius' belief that universal education
could be a means to universal peace in a war-torn world. Two of his writings carry
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